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What is claimed is: 
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1 e A position information management systj 
rein information from a positioning syst,@m is 
acquired in an information terminal and i^/processed 
in a central system so as to manage ijarformation on a 
position of the information termp-rfal, comprising: 

a plurality of kinds of^ffositioning systems; and 
an information j^rminal for automatically 
changing any of ^dad positioning systems in an 
unavailable strife, over to an available one of said 
positioning^ systems so as to acquire a current 
positjx5n thereof by the use of the positioning system 
liable. 

2. The position inf orma^dfon management system 
as set forth in claim 1 , /wherein said information 
terminal includes a bud^t-in device which detects a 
moving direction ^rfid a moving speed of said 
information term^fial, and even when all of said 
positioning systems have become unavailable, said 
information/ terminal independently detects and 
displays/Its current position. 




n information management system 
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as set forth in claim 1, wherein a third 
acquire the position of a hoj^iea?— tfirnsaid information 
terminal throiiah^-ttiecentral system. 

4. The position information management system 
as set forth in claim 3, wherein the third party is 
the holder of said information terminal. 

5. The position information management system 
as set forth in^g^ Laim 3 — or — 4% wherein a movement of 
the current position of the holder of said information 
terminal is supervised, and when said holder of said 
information terminal has not moved from an identical 
site for a predetermined time period, an alarm is 
raised upon a judgement that an unusual situation has 
occurred to said holder. 




6. ^he position information management system 
as set forth in claim 1, wherein said information 
20 terminal transmits position information of a 
destination \bo the central system, thereby to 
automatically \download map data of an appropriate 
scale from said \pentral system on demand, the map data 
containing the current position of said information 
25 - terminal and a position of the destination, and to 
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display said map data. 

(p / 7. The position infpj?nration management: system 

/ as set forth in^erlaim 1, wherein said information 
5 terminal rej^xns minimum map data of a region in which 
<r thereof wants to move, in the form of an IC 




ormation 




The position information management 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
terminal retains map data downlpad^a from the central 
system for a certain p^irSd of time, and when map data 
needed before feecf6mes necessary again, it is searched 
for from^ within the map data retained in said 
formation terminal and is displayed. 

9 . The position iaf6rmation management system 
as set forth in Cla^rffi 8, wherein said information 
terminal sets a %±fa& period for retaining map data of 
higher use £r£quency, to be longer than a certain 
period oj 

LO. An information ^jfcenfilnal which can 

^mmunicate with ^--cJ^ntral system for managing 
position ipJkJfmation, and which acquires information 
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from a positioning system so as to display information^ 
on a position of the information terminal, compri^dThg: 
interface means being serviced by a^pitzrality of 
kinds of positioning systems; and 

control means for automatically changing any of 
the positioning systejpn^in an unavailable state, over 
to an avail able^ofie of said positioning systems so as 
to acquir^a current position of said information 
teriai-rfal by the use of the positioning system 
'available. 

11. \ The information terminal as set forth in 
claim 10, further comprising a built-in device which 
detects a moving direction and a moving speed of said 
information terminal, and wherein even when all of 
said positioning systems have become unavailable, said 
information terminal independently determines and 
displays its currant position. 
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13. 



The 




12. The information terminaVas set forth in 
aim 10, wherein a third paap^y can acquire the 
position of a holder of sajra information terminal 
through the central 



rmation terminal as set forth in 
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claim 12, wherein -the third party is the holder of 
said information terminal . 
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claim — 3r 



The information terminal as set forth in 
2 — or U. - 3 , wherein a movement of the current 
position of tf^e holder of said information terminal 
is supervised^ and when said holder of said 
information terminal has not moved from an identical 
site for a predetermined time period, an alarm is 
raised upon a judgement that an unusual situation has 
occurred to said holder, 



15. The information terminal as set forth in 
claim 10, wherein said information terminal transmits 
15 position information oY a destination to the central 
system, thereby to automatically download map data of 
an appropriate scale fafom said central system on 
demand, the map data containing the current position 
of said information terminal and a position of the 
20 destination, and to display\said map data. 

*5 U-b / 16. The information terjfffnal as set forth in 
/ 

f- / claim 10, wherein said information terminal retains 
/ minimum map data of a region in which a holder thereof 

:he form of an IC card. 
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wants to move, 
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17. The inf ormation terminal as set foj^fctr^ in 
clain£>10, wherein said information terminal retains 
map data downloaded from the^e^ntral system for a 
certain period of tim^<^and when map data needed 
before becomes n^<2essary again, it is searched for 
from withijv^6he map data retained in said information 
terminal and is displayed. 
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The inf ormationj^fminal as set forth in 
claim iy, wherein s&£Q information terminal sets a 
time period^tfr retaining map data of higher use 
frequently, to be longer than a certain period of time. 

19. The\ inf ormation terminal as set forth in 
claim 10, whervein said information terminal is a 
terminal of portable telephone type, in which an 
antenna for the positioning systems is disposed in a 
cover for an input Glutton portion of said information 
terminal , 

20. A portable radio terminal, comprd 
position information acquisition means for 

obtaining current posit iop^tfif ormation; and 

means for transmitting the position information 
obtained said position information acquisition 
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means, to another equipment through a radio channel, 
in compliance with a request for said position 
information made through the radio channel py the 
other equipment . / 

21 . The portable radio terminal as aiet forth in 
claim 20, further comprising means for/ displaying a 
map which contains a destination, on the basis of 
position information of the destination. 

22. The portable radio terminal as set forth in 
claim 21, wherein the display Vmeans displays a map of 
an appropriate scale containing the current position 
of said portable radio terminal and said destination. 

23 . The portable^ radio terminal as set forth in 
claim 20, further comprising: 

means connected to another equipment, for 
acquiring position information of a third party; and 

means for outputting the acquired position 
information Af the third party. 

24. / A portable radio terminal, comprising: 
position information acquisition means for 

obtaining current position information on the basis 
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of a radio wave from a satellite; / 

means for connecting said portable radio terminal 
through a radio channel with a center whicji manages 
current position information of a pli/rality of 
portable radio telephone terminals; / 

means for registering the cur/ent position 
information obtained by said position information 
acquisition means, in the centner through the 
connection means; and / 

means for acquiring a current position of the 
portable radio terminal of a third party from said 
center through said connection means. 

25. The portable radio terminal as set forth in 
claim 24, wherein an antenna for said position 
information acquisition /means is disposed in a cover 
for an input button pc/rtion of said portable radio 
terminal. / 

26. The portable radio terminal as set forth in 
claim 24, further comprising means for displaying a 
map which contains the acquired current position of 
said portable /radio terminal of the third party. 

27. Tne portable radio terminal as set forth in 
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claim 26, wherein the display means^lsplays a map of 
an appropriate scale containijaKfa current position of 

[final itself and said current 
radio terminal of said third 





